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TAGS: EGEN 

SUBJECT: APCAC RESOLUTION ON TRADE WITH VIETNAM 

REF: MANILA 15932 SEOUL 8762 
HONG KONG 12472 

SUMMARY: CONTROVERSY OVER APCAC RESOLUTION ON TRADE WITH 
VIETNAM UNFORTUNATE IN VIEW OF FACT THAT UNDER THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES RESOLUTION WHICH EMERGED 
FROM SEOUL CONFERENCE WAS AS GOOD AS COULD BE EX- 
PECTED AND VERY CLOSE TO TEXT WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE BY AMCHAM 
HONG KONG IN CONSULTATION WITH CONGEN. PROBLEM IS USUAL ONE 
OF FRAGMENTARY AND MISLEADING PRESS INTREPRETATION S . HOWEVER, 
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CONFERENCE AND RESOLUTION SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 

1. STARS AND STIPES (NOVEMBER 12) REPORT CITED REFTEL WAS 
DATELINED SEOUL AS WAS A SIMILAR BUT NOT IDENTICAL ARTICLE 
THAT APPEARED ON PREVIOUS DAY IN HONG KONG PRESS. IT ALSO 
UNFORTUNATE THAT VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY PICKED UP THE SEOUL 
STORY AND PORTRAYED THE ISSUE AS ONE IN WHICH US BUSINESS- 
MEN ARE AT LOGGERHEADS WITH THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT. 

2. HOWEVER, AMCHAM HONG KONG SUBSEQUENTLY HELD PRESS 
CONFERENCE (NOVEMBER 12) WHICH PUT THE MATTER IN PERSPECTIVE 
BY NOTING THAT RESOLUTION WAS DIRECTED AT ALL GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNED. THIS WAS ACCURATELY PICKED UP BY LOCAL PRESS 
WHICH NEXT DAY REPORTED IT WITH MUCH CAPTIONS AND PARA- 
GRAPHS AS THE FOLLOWING: "CALL FOR US INDO CHINA NATIONS 

TO PUSH TRADE"; THE UNITES STATES AND THE COUNTRIES IN INDO- 
CHINA SHOULD TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO BRING ABOUT THE SMOOTH 
AND RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE "AND" THE HONG KONG DELEGATION 
PRESENTED A STONG RESOLUTION FOR THE USG AND THE GOVERNMENTS 
OF THE INDO CHINA STATES TO TAKE STEPS TO BRING ABOUT RAPID 
DEVLOPMENT OF TRADE". 

3. PERHAPS BECAUSE IT FELT THAT "RECIPORCITY" WAS INHERENT 
IN THE FOREGOING QUOTES, LOCAL PRESS AS FAR AS WE CAN TELL 
DID NOT INCLUDE MENTION OF THE " ON THE BASIS OF RECIPROCITY" 

CITED IN THE FINAL SEOUL RESOLUTION. THIS PARTICULAR PHRASE 
HAD ITS ORIGIN IN THE "IN THE RETURN FOR POSITIVE MOVES BY 
VIETNAM OR CAMBODIA." WHICH APPEARED IN THE FINAL AMCHAM HONG 
KONG RESOLUTION REPORTED REFTEL (2) REASONFOR SWITCH 
DEPENDED ON WHOM IS ASKED. ONE HONG KONG AMCHAM DELEGATE 
SAID SWITCH WAS " NOT A REAL ISSUE" AND WAS MADE TO KEEP 
RESOLUTION BRIEF AND TO OVERCOME QUESTION SOMEONE HAD 
RAISED AT THE SEOUL MEETING OF WHETHER BOTH NORTH VIETNAM 
AND SOUTH VIETNAM SHOULD BE LISTED INSTEAD OF JUST VIETNAM. 
ANOTHER DELEGATE (ROSENTHAL) FELT INTENT WAS TO CONFINE THE 
RESOLUTION TO TRADE ONLY WHICH HE SAYS IS ALSO HIS OWN 
PERSUASION. ROSENTHAL CHARACTERIZED COMMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO 
HIM IN A SEOUL DATELINED ARTICLES AS "INCOMPLETE QUOTES" SINCE 
HE HAD ALSO MADE REMARKS ABOUT RECIPROCITY IN TRADE AND HOW 
USG SHOULD BE READY TO RESUME TRADE PROVIDED THERE WAS INTREST 
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AND RECIPROCAL ACTIONS BY THE OTHER SIDE IN MATTERS OF TRADE. 

HE TELLS US HE DID NOT SAY OR EVEN INTIMATE THAT HE WAS 
CALLING FOR UNILATERAL ACTION BY USG. 

CROSS 
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